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2019 Grading and Progression Awards

[bookmark: _GoBack]The objective in offering this annual progression grading is to allow the social line dancer an opportunity to work towards personal achievement and be rewarded for their annual progression accordingly and for as long as they intend to dance and be graded. It is realized that many dancers throughout the line dance spectrum are committed to their social/classic line dancing and work extremely hard to master dances and the various styles taught to them in class and done at socials and C.W.D.S.A awards each South African dancer the opportunity to reap the benefits of their hard work in class by being graded year after year on WHICHEVER LEVEL they choose to start with or stay at and achieve a CERTIFICATE  as well as a MEDAL for this.  An added advantage to this particular grading, is that the dancer, together with their instructor have the opportunity year after year to partake interactively in this by giving their input as to which dances are selected on the various levels for that particular year…AND THEN THERE’S STILL A CHOICE of which dances for each dancer to choose from in each level. This system of grading is all about CHOICES due to the various styles in Line and Country Dance

A medal as well as a Certificate is awarded to the dancer.

We offer technique and execution workshops as required and when possible in each province.

We don’t only do SOLO line dance grading but also provide grading for “STANDARD” TEAM, “CLASSIC” TEAM, “DUO’S”, “QUADS” and “PARTNER LINE DANCE” as well as COUNTRY COUPLES.  Only Solo Grading will be done behind closed doors and all the above mentioned is danced to an audience.

Local qualified assessors who follow the CWDSA code of conduct and who trained and are accustomed to the CWDSA’s grading process, are used to assess in various provinces. 


Five different levels are offered:
Level 5: Beginner/Entry level: at least 16 weeks of line dancing
Dancers dance one (1) dance
Level 4: Improver Level
Dancers dance two (2) dances on Improver level being two different styles
Level 3: Low Intermediate/Intermediate Level
Dancers dance three (3) dances on Low Intermediate/Intermediate level in 3 different styles
Level 2:  Intermediate/High Intermediate Level
Dancers dance four (4) dances on Intermediate/ Higher Intermediate level in 4 different styles
Level 1: Advanced Level
Dancers dance five (5) dances on High Intermediate/Advanced level in 5 different styles

Dancers may enter and start at any level
A Dancer may repeat the same level year after year thus allowing them to strive for a higher grade if necessary the year after or, they may move up annually but cannot move down in levels.  
Dancers may not do two levels consecutively during one years’ grading, EXCEPT for level 5 & 4 and if doing it for the first time.
Dance selections change annually, providing the dancer with an ONGOING and CONTINUOUS opportunity to work towards personal achievement and progression on each level, year after year.

GENERAL OUTLAY OF GRADING CRITERIA
Dancers are to be graded SOCIALLY in 4 Specific areas, namely:

1) Execution: Correct Execution of the sequence itself

2) Technique: Correct technique according to Style of Dance eg. Waltz = Rise & Fall, ECS = Lilt, Cha Cha = Cuban etc, Night Club = Smooth AND Level of Dance ect…Correct foot positions and footwork.  Also includes correct Posture

3) Phrasing/Timing: Danced on beat and in rhythm

4) Social Interpretation: Danced with enjoyment, enthusiasm being projected, is there a fun element? Overall Presentation…dance floor etiquette



The cost is R230.00 per person doing one (1) level only….. and
R180.00 per person, per level doing level 4 & 5 together, ie R360.00 for both of these levels

MARKS/PERCENTAGES ATTAINABLE ARE PER DANCE AND APPEAR IN SUCH A WAY ON THE CERTIFICATE. 
HONOURS: 89% up
DISTINCTION: 79% - 88%
MERIT:69%-78%
PASS: 40% - 68%

C.W.D.S.A. GRADING 2019 - DANCE SELECTION
We are thankful to dancers and instructors alike for their input annually with the nominations, making it possible to put together a selection of the most popular dances danced across the country in the past year, some old, some new. Each Level has a certain amount of dances which are compulsary in order for the dancer to achieve a certificate and medal and they may choose from all the dances listed underneath the level in question making this system of grading all the more achievable and dancer friendly for SOCIAL Line Dancers as different styles are depicted relevant to the given levels.
*  Please note that only level 5 and level 4 may be taken together if being done for the first time.  If the dancer did levels 5 and 4 last year, then only level 4 may be repeated.
*  A selection form is emailed to all closer to the time on which the selection can be made and returned.
*  A full Grading Pack of music and stepsheets can be “WE TRANSFERRED” put on a flashdrive or POSTED to you... whichever is easiest for you but please let me know how you would like to receive this.   ONLY THE MUSIC AND STEPSHEETS I HAVE EMAILED WITH THE CWDSA LOGO ON CAN BE USED...Please DO NOT download from any sight as changes might have been made!
*  No “special endings” (even if they are specified by choreographer on the stepsheet) will be required to be danced as music might have to be faded closer to the end depending on the amount of dancers in a section but please note that music will only be faded after required TAGS, RESTARTS or BRIDGES....

GUIDELINES: (Although this system of Grading is on a Social Level, there are a few matters to keep in mind:
1. No chewing gum or talking whilst on the floor
2. Correct LINE DANCE footwear to be worn...NO HIGH LATIN HEELS (if unsure please have your instructor check with the relevant representatives...Dance sneakers should only be worn by kiddies or young people doing a more funky dance or by adults who are not able to wear the linedance sandals or closed shoes for medical reasons.
3. Clothing: No club T. Shirts to be worn but please feel free to wear the UKDC T.shirt from the previous or current year. Attire for grading should be relaxed yet neat.  Competition attire is not necessary and certainly not recommended. Dresses or skirts should not be shorter than 10cm above the centre of the knee.  Handkerchief hems and splitskirts are measured from the shortest point.  No “tearaway” skirts are permitted.  Overall ...any costume that may give cause for embarrassment to fellow graders or grading assessors will be pulled by the line up marshall or organizer.
4. Lip-synching is permitted but no audio/verbal sound/singing .
5. No variations to any of the stepsheets are permitted on any level IN SOLO LINE DANCE but ARE PERMITTED IN PARTNER GRADING
6. No props are permitted (A Hat is not a prop)
7. Instructors of relevant dancers are encouraged to sit in on grading sessions.
8. Instructors are asked to encourage dancers not to discuss or reveal their marks or place photographs of certificates on facebook as this is NOT A COMPETITION...dancers who want others to know their achievement should be taking part in competitions, not grading.  This is specifically held for personal achievement and gain.
9. Teams/Quads/Duos/Partners will be danced to an audience during the social part of the event whilst being graded. 
10. Grading Assessors are chosen by a panel of UKDC qualified/CWDSA Voluntary Judges and Instructors.  These Assessors are not all qualified UKDC instructors or judges as such but are individuals chosen on merit of either Grading or Competition experience and an excellent achievement standard of such.  They will have done mock assessing the year prior to a particular grading and will be chosen to assess according to their mock results. 
TEAMS/DUOS/QUADS/PARTNERS – 
Classic Team (2 Choices) 
Dance 1: STARLIGHT (KATE SALA & ROBBIE MCGOWAN HICKIE)
Dance 2: VENENO (RIA VOS)
Choose to do either one or both. 
Dancers may take part in either just one or both of the teams as this is not a competition
The team as a whole is graded on the following criteria:
Team can consist of mixed ages.
Minimum of 6 and maximum of 20 dancers
A Line Dance is provided (stepsheet and music – (only use the copy we provide) to which the team must perform.
The team must dance the first two walls as VANILLA, thereafter all the odd walls must be done as VARIATIONS forming different formations and all the even walls again as VANILLA (STAYING IN FORMATION).  Introductions and endings are allowed and encouraged.
There will not be more than one team taking part on the floor and being graded at the same time.
Team dances to an audience whilst being graded
General Grading Rules apply regarding attire etc...
No props are allowed (a hat is not a prop)
Does not get counted in
Cost per entry: R250 per team

Standard Team 
Teams choose own music (minimum of 2 and maximum of 5 mins starting with first notes of the music – including intro) and own choreography using any dance style or combination of styles.
Team may consist of mixed ages
Team dances to an audience whilst being graded
Minimum of 6 and maximum of 20 dancers
General Grading Rules apply regarding attire etc...
No props are allowed
Hands or bodies may briefly touch but dancers cannot join to execute any movement
Does not get counted in
Cost per entry: R250 per team

Partner Line Dancing (2 Choices) – (Two individuals, males or females or mixed, dancing in a joined pattern) 
Stepsheet and music is provided – Please only use the one we provide as it may have been altered:
Dance 1:  DOWN ON YOUR UPPERS 4.2
Dance 2:  WARMED UP
Dancers can take part in either one or both choices given
All entries dance together on the floor at the same time and in front of an audience whilst being graded
General Grading Rules apply regarding attire etc... 
Gentlemen must wear a cowboy hat if dancing to Country Music
Does not get counted in
Variations are allowed on all odd walls starting from wall 3...first two walls must be vanilla
Cost per entry: R80 per Couple

Duo’s/Quad’s (2 Choices)   (Two/Four individuals males or females or mixed, dancing an any non-joined pattern of own choreography)
Music is provided USE ONLY THE MUSIC PROVIDED BY CWDSA AND NOT OTHER VERSIONS
– Duo’s/Quad’s choreograph own routine...This should show variety and showmanship and good musicality.  Try not to not just simply choreograph a linedance and repeat it.....Be creative 
DUO’S:
Music Choice 1: TBC
Music Choice 2: TBC
QUAD’S:
Music Choice 1: TBC
Music Choice 2:  TBC
Choose either one or both
Dancers may take part in any amount of Duo’s or Quads as this is not a competition
Several Duo’s/Quads may dance on the floor at the same time and in front of an audience whilst being graded
Hands or bodies may briefly touch but dancers cannot join to execute any movement
Does not get counted in
Cost per entry: R80 per Duo / R160 per Quad


LEVEL 5 – One Dance to be danced
Choose any 1 dance from the list below
· Whiskey Bridges
· A little Attraction
· Looking Good
· Move Slowly
· Rock Around the Clock

LEVEL 4 – Two Dances to be danced
Choose any 2 dances from the list below
· ECS:  Special Delivery
· SMOOTH:  I Close my Eyes
· TWO STEP:  Oh Me Oh My Oh
· WALTZ: Twinkle Waltz (48 count option)
· RHUMBA RHYTHM: Spanish Nights
· CHA (ON-BEAT) Love Flow
· POP: Groovy Love

LEVEL 3 – Three Dances to be danced
Choose any 3 dances from the list below:
· CHA:  Keeping Secrets
· WCS:  Doing the Walk
· WALTZ:  Through it All
· N/C:  Sleepwalk with Me
·  ECS: Love you in a Barrel
· NOVELTY/IRISH FEEL: Celtic Duo
· COUNTRY: Graffiti

LEVEL 2 – Four Dances to be danced
Choose any 4 dances from the list below
· CHA:  Vanotek Cha
· NOVELTY: Throwback Love
· ROLLING: You are the Reason
· WALTZ: From the Ground Up
· ECS: Funky Sole
· NC2STEP: Just a Phase
· WCS: Mates of Soul

LEVEL 1 – All Five Dances to be danced 
· ROLLING: Somebody to Love
· CHA/NC2S: Vampire City
· FUNKY: Miss You 2
· NOVELTY/UNDEFINED: Everybody Feel Good
· WCS: Hunter

Please feel free to contact me should you have questions regarding any of the above.
Yours in Line
Karin van der Merwe
CWDSA

“A Support System of Voluntary Qualified Instructors, Judges and Coaches
offering guidance in the progression of Classic Social Line and
Country Couples Dance in South Africa”
	
karin@bootscooters.co.za
082 837 2682 (cell)
021 872 1566 (land line)
Skype:karin.vdmerwe1
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